
1 
 

Recommended Reads for Incoming First Years and Junior Cycle Years 

The Carpet People  
Terry Pratchett  

 

Carpets are never the same once you've read this. How Munrungs, 
the tiny people dwelling in separate tribes deep in the carpet, live 
their lives is inventive and hilarious. But then the mysterious force, 
Fray, comes sweeping across the carpet. Is it the end of the world 

as the tribes have always known it? Terry Pratchett's carpet empire is an 
enchanting and insightful commentary on how different people of any worlds 
interact. Ages 11+ 

His Dark Materials: Northern Lights  
Philip Pullman  

 

One of the greatest adventures in contemporary younger fiction 
and a wonderful fantasy too, Northern Lights begins the trilogy 
with feisty tomboy Lyra, who is swept from her life among the 
local gangs in a parallel Oxford to the excitement of Lord 
Asriel's search for the mysterious life-force substance, Dust. 
She journeys to the frozen north, a world of armoured bears and witches, and 
the terrifying experiments of her sinister guardian, Mrs Coulter. Lyra's 
dramatic personal journey, and the alarming discoveries and deep and touching 
friendships she makes enable her to survive. Ages 11+ 

A Monster Calls  
Patrick Ness  

 

Prize-winning Patrick Ness shows exceptional sensitivity in this 
hauntingly touching story, based on an idea by the late Siobhan 
Dowd, of how a boy deals with the looming threat of his mother's 
death from cancer. Denied much information by his family, 

treated as a weirdo by his classmates and a "special case" by his teachers, 
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Conor is haunted by a monster in his dreams, and struggles to get to grips with 
devastating emotions. How he finds the strength to face the end when it 
happens is both utterly shattering and deeply satisfying. Ages 11+ 

Unhooking the Moon  
Gregory Hughes  

 

A brave, zany and touching story of how two children take their 
lives into their own hands when they are left orphaned after the 
death of their father. Bob tells the madcap adventure that he and 
his fearless, feisty and sometimes visionary sister The Rat embark 

on. Travelling from their home in Winnipeg to New York, the two survive much 
and grow strong as they live off their wits to survive. Ages 11+ 

Bracelet of Bones  
Kevin Crossley-Holland  

 

When Solveig's father leaves for a new adventure without her, 
she sets off alone from Norway, through the Baltic, along the 
rivers of Russia to Constantinople. High in drama and richly 
furnished in the detail that Guardian prize-winner Kevin Crossley-
Holland inhabits so comfortably, this is an exciting story of one 
girl's journey from childhood to adulthood. Ages 11+ 

 

Fly By Night  
Frances Hardinge (Macmillan) 

Orphaned Mosca leaves her uncle's home with only her aggressive 
gander for company. On her way she rescues smooth-talking 
swindler Eponymous Clent from the stocks, and together the 
three set off for a new life in the Fractured Kingdom. Murder, 
spying and sedition lie at the heart of the headlong plots and 
counterplots that take place in a fantastical alternative world of 

floating coffee houses and illicit printing presses. The dangers of fanaticism are 
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central to the themes in this strange world with its untrustworthy characters 
from the Stationers' Company and the Company of Locksmiths. Frances 
Hardinge's imagination is breathtaking. Ages 11+ 

 

The Knife of Never Letting Go  
Patrick Ness  

Darkly imagined and brilliantly created, the painful dystopian setting of a world 
full of noise in which all thoughts can be heard as if spoken is the background to 
this tense coming-of-age story. Todd is the last boy left in 
Prentisstown, where only men live. Approaching his 13th 
birthday, when he will become a man, Todd discovers a secret 
that puts him in great danger. Accompanied by his dog and 
guided by nothing much more than his own good sense, Todd 
makes his own way in a bleak and desolate world where the 
choices are hard. Ages 12+ 

In the Sea There Are Crocodiles  
Fabio Geda (David Fickling Books) 

Deservedly an international bestseller, this true story of one boy's terrifying 
journey from Afghanistan to Italy is a deeply moving story of 
survival. Taken to a Pakistan border town as a place of safety by his 
mother, who abandons him there, 10-year-old Enaiatollah Akbadi is 
then on his own; he must learn who to trust and feed and clothe 
himself. From tiny beginnings and by keeping alert, Enaiatollah 
manages first to exist in Pakistan and then to begin the highly risky 
journey away from all he knows to what he has been told will be a 

better life. Enaiatollah wanted his story of desperate danger, hardship and 
people trafficking to be told as a factual account, without judgment or 
interpretation. Fabio Geda has served him perfectly. Ages 12+ 
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Bog Child  
Siobhan Dowd  

 

Living on the Irish border during the 1980s, Fergus has first-hand 
experience of pressure to join the republican movement. With a 
brother on hunger strike in prison, he also knows what the effect 
of doing so might have on his family. But he is experiencing all the 

familiar teenage dilemmas – and then there's the find of a child's body long, 
long ago in the bog. Piecing together her history, it seems like the dead child, 
too, had to make choices – and a final sacrifice. Here, important ideas about 
individual and collective responsibility are explored with great tenderness and 
understanding. Ages 12+ 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time  
Mark Haddon  

When Christopher Boone discovers the dog dead on the lawn, he follows in the 
footsteps of his hero Sherlock Holmes and sets out to find out who 
did it. But Christopher's Asperger's syndrome means he finds 
emotions near-impossible to unravel, and Mark Haddon's telling of 
Christopher's unpredictable response to them is original, 
compassionate, disturbing and profoundly moving. Ages 12+ 

 

What I Saw and How I Lied  
Judy Blundell  

 

This gripping teenage story charts the rollercoaster emotions of 
a young girl falling in love. When the second world war ends, Evie's 
dad returns home and at last she can shake off being treated as 
a child by her mother. But Evie's first foray into love is based on a 

misreading of the adults around her. How she works her way through the deceit 
and discovers the truth is a moving and beautifully observed journey of painful 
discovery. Ages 12+ 
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Prisoner of the Inquisition  
Theresa Breslin  

Wealthy Zarita has enjoyed a cosseted life as the daughter of the 
local magistrate; Saulo's life has been dogged by persecution, danger 
and poverty. An unlucky accident causes their paths to cross as the 
officers of the inquisition arrive in their small town seeking out 
heretics. Zarita must remain, struggling to survive the brutality of 
the inquisitors and to observe the courtly intrigue of Queen Isabella 
and King Ferdinand; while Saulo, banished to the role of a galley 
slave, faces shipwreck and pirates before encountering Christopher Columbus. 
Large in its scope, this is a thrilling story deftly told in two voices that vividly 
capture the extremes of the time. Ages 12+ 

 

The Cay  

Theodore Taylor 

Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of 
Curacao. War has always been a game to him, and he’s eager to 
glimpse it firsthand—until the freighter he and his mother are 
travelling on to the United States is torpedoed. When Phillip 
comes to, he is on a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides 
Stew Cat, his only companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. 

Phillip remembers his mother’s warning about black people: “They are different, 
and they live differently.” By the time the castaways arrive on a small island, 
Phillip’s head injury has made him blind and dependent on Timothy. This is the 
story of their struggle to survive, and of Phillip’s efforts to adjust to his 
blindness and to understand the dignified, wise, and loving old man who is his 
companion. 11+ 
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Artemis Fowl – Eoin Colfer  

Artemis Fowl Series (Wexford author!!) 

Artemis Fowl is a series of eight science fantasy novels, starring 
teenage criminal mastermind Artemis Fowl II. Colfer summed up the 
series as: “Die Hard” with fairies. There are eight novels in the 
series; the first was published in 2001 and the eighth, titled “The 

Last Guardian” was released in 2012. The eighth and final book is set to be 
released 10 July 2012. A graphic novel was released in 2007, and a second in 
2009. 

A third graphic novel and a movie are currently in the writing process. 

See more at: http://www.eoincolfer.com/artemis-fowl 

 

In Pieces 

Collaborative authors 

A group of Ballymun secondary students have published a new 
novel for reluctant teen readers.  The group of eight second 
year students teamed up with author Kevin McDermott to 
write their own novel “In Pieces”.  This is a ground-breaking 
booked aimed at young people who prefer their book to be 
short and snappy.  This is the first book of its kind aimed at young Irish 
readers.  12 + 

  

Tuck Everlasting – Natalie Babbitt 

Doomed to - or blessed with - eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, 
the Tuck family wanders about trying to live as inconspicuously and comfortably 
as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret, the 

Tucks take her home and explain why living forever at one age is 
less a blessing that it might seem. Complications arise when Winnie 
is followed by a stranger who wants to market the spring water for 

http://www.eoincolfer.com/artemis-fowl�
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a fortune. 

 

The Real Rebecca – Anna Carey 

 

Rebecca’s, mum, Rosie writes books for adults, but when she 
writes a novel for teens, everyone thinks it’s based on her 
daughter! 

Rebecca is horrified and vows to show the world that she is 
different.  But how will she show the world the real 
Rebecca? 
 

 

 

Girl Stolen – April Henry 

Sixteen-year-old Cheyenne Wilder is sleeping in the back of the 
car while her stepmom fills a prescription for antibiotics. Before 
Cheyenne realizes what's happening, the car is being stolen. 
 
Griffin hadn't meant to kidnap Cheyenne and once he finds out 
that not only does she have pneumonia, but that she's blind, he 
really doesn't know what to do. When his dad finds out that 

Cheyenne's father is the president of a powerful corporation, everything 
changes--now there's a reason to keep her. 

 

 
 
How will Cheyenne survive this nightmare? 
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Cirque du Freak 

Darren Shan 

Darren Shan's an ordinary schoolboy, until he and his best friend 
Steve get tickets to the Cirque Du Freak, a bizarre freak show 
featuring such arcane performers as Hans Hands, Gertha Teeth, 
the Wolf Man and Rhamus Twobellies. In the midst of the 
ghoulish excitement, true terror raises its head when Steve 
recognises that one of the performers -- Mr Crepsley -- is in 

fact a vampire! 
 
Steve remains after the show finishes, to confront the vampire -- but his 
motives are anything but ordinary! In the shadows of a crumbling theatre, a 
horrified Darren eavesdrops on his friend and the vampire, and is witness to a 
monstrous, disturbing plea. 
 
Later, in a moment of insane daring, Darren sets out to steal the vampire's 
magnificent performing tarantula, an act which will have severe, tragic 
consequences for both Darren and Steve. Their lives will never be the same 
again… 12+ 

 

 

Skulduggery Pleasant  

Derek Landy 

Skulduggery Pleasant is a series of fantasy novels written by 
Irish author Derek Landy. The books revolve around the 
adventures of the skeleton detective, Skulduggery Pleasant, 
and a teenage girl, Stephanie Edgley (Valkyrie Cain), along with 
other friends. The central story arc 

 

concerns Valkyrie's 
struggle to stop evil forces threatening the world, finally find 
justice for her late uncle's death, and her internal struggle of 
keeping the darkness within her to stay within. 12+ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy_novel�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derek_Landy�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Story_arc�
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Goodnight Mr Tom- Michelle Magorian 

 Goodnight Mister Tom is a children's novel by the English 
author Michelle Magorian, published by Kestrel in 
1981. Harper & Row published a U.S. edition within the 
calendar year. Set in mostly rural England during World War 
II, it features a boy abused at home in London who is 
evacuated to the country at the outbreak of the war. In the 
care of Mister Tom, an elderly recluse, he experiences a new 
life of loving and care. Age 13+ 

 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events – Lemony Snicket 

 

A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Lemony Snicket

is a series of 13 children's novels 
by  (the pen name of American author Daniel 
Handler) which follows the turbulent lives of Violet, Klaus, 
and Sunny Baudelaire after their parents' death in an 
arsonous house fire. The children are placed in the custody of 
their distant cousin/uncle Count Olaf, who attempts to steal 
their inheritance. After the Baudelaires are removed from his 
care by their parents' estate executor, Mr. Poe, Olaf begins 

to doggedly hunt the children down, bringing about the serial slaughter and 
demise of a multitude of characters. 

The series is actively narrated by Snicket, who makes numerous references to 
his mysterious, deceased love interest, Beatrice. Both Snicket and Beatrice play 
roles in the story along with Snicket's family members, all of whom are part of a 
mysterious organisation known as "V.F.D." 

The Series of Unfortunate Events is different from most other children’s 
books in that people die and miserable things are done to the Baudelaires and 
their friends. All the while the author is warning the reader that if you are 
looking for a happy ending, you need to go somewhere else. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelle_Magorian�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_%26_Row�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemony_Snicket�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Handler�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Handler�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violet_Baudelaire�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klaus_Baudelaire�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunny_Baudelaire�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Count_Olaf�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mr._Poe�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_interest�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrice_Baudelaire�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V.F.D.�
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Harry Potter Series- J.K Rowling 

 Harry Potter fantasy novelsis a series of seven  written by the British author J. 
K. Rowling. The series chronicles the adventures of a 
young wizard, Harry Potter, the titular character, and his 
friends Ronald Weasley and Hermione Granger, all of whom are 
students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The 
main story arc concerns Harry's quest to overcome the Dark 
wizard Lord Voldemort, who aims to become immortal, conquer 
the wizarding world, subjugate non-magical people, and destroy all those who 
stand in his way, especially Harry Potter. 11+ 

 

Holes – Louis Sachar 

Stanley Yelnats IV is a teenage boy from a family of destitute 
that is affected by "a hex", which they point the finger at 
Stanley's great-great-grandfather, accused of purloining a pig. 
Stanley's latest adversity is to be wrongly accused of purloining a 
pair of shoes (after one bad day in school) contributed to a 
children's orphanage by the baseball player Clyde "Sweet Feet" 
Livingston. 

As retribution, Stanley is sent to Camp Green Lake, a juvenile imprisonment and 
disciplinary facility which, notwithstanding its name, is in the middle of a sterile 
desert. 11+ 

 

The Fault in our Stars – John Green 

 Hazel Grace Lancaster, a 16-year-old teenager with thyroid 
cancer that has spread to her lungs, attends a cancer patients' 
support group at her mother's behest. During a support meeting, 
Hazel meets a 17-year-old teenage boy named Augustus Waters, 
whose osteosarcoma caused him to lose his leg. Augustus is at the 
meeting to support his mutual friend, Isaac, who is losing his 
remaining eye to cancer. The two bond immediately after the meeting and 
Augustus invites Hazel to his house where the two strengthen their bond over a 
movie and their experiences with cancer. 13+ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy_literature�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._K._Rowling�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._K._Rowling�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magician_(fantasy)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter_(character)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Weasley�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermione_Granger�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hogwarts_School_of_Witchcraft_and_Wizardry�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Story_arc�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Voldemort�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter_universe�
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